


Historical Notes on framed Print sold in a 

Limited edition of 200, in aid of 

Friends of Crescent Garden 

Alverstoke Crescent Garden in 1830 

The Crescent is as Thomas Ellis Owen designed it, with triangular pediments at each end. The 

Reading Room, with a Bath house on each side where warm and cold sea-water baths could be 

taken, is seen opposite St. Mark's Road. Research has shown the central building was higher 

than the wings, and gave direct access to Terrace walk. 

Beyond is the shadowy outline of the other half of the Crescent, still hoped for at this time, 

sadly never built, but you can see what might have been .... 

The figure on the right is Mr. Robert Cruickshank, whose vision Angleseyville was, inspecting 

the work of his "most excellent Architect, Thomas Ellis Owen". 

The couple walking on Terrace Walk are Captain and Mrs. Charles Austen, who live at Number 

Two in Crescent Road. He is the younger of Jane Austen's two sailor brothers. With him is his 

second wife Harriet: (his first was her sister Fanny, who sadly died in childbirth, stranded by 

terrible weather on his ship in Chatham where they were living at the time). The little girl with 

the hoop is her step- daughter and niece, Fanny. 

The garden, as you can see, is very recently laid out- the Tulip Tree, now old and magnificent, 

newly planted in the foreground. The Yew further back is probably the only tree that was 

already here before building started, and the Cedar nearby is still a baby. The sea-ward view 

was all-important, so the ornamental shrubbery, with many evergreens, made a wind-break that 

was never intended to grow too high, apart from the occasional Scots Pine. These trees, with 

their tall naked trunks, would frame and enhance the view, rather than obscure it, and were 

considered the proper complement to Neo-Classical architecture. 

The orientation of the garden changed irrevocably when the seaward views were cut off by a 

new road, and the Reading Room at its centre was demolished. 

One last detail - there is a ship of the line, near the Island. Just to its right is a small Gaff Cutter. 

It is the "Pearl", owned and sailed from Cowes by the intrepid Marquess of Anglesey, who lent 

his name and support to"Angleseyville", as this new addition to Alverstoke was then known. 
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This article was included in The Crescent House Book in 2005, exclusively for Crescent Owners
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In 1999 a 200m Box hedge was planted along the railings 

enclosing the N. Boundary, designed to reach the height of the 

railing supports at about l m  in height. Langley Box, the 

suppliers, gave specialist advice on the planting and 

maintenance, which has been carefully followed. 

In 1998 Crescent Garden made its first appearance in the 

"Yellow Book", and has been 

listed there ever since, with 

increasing numbers of visitors. 

The Council has placed a road 

sign to help them find it. 

From early on there was much 
8 ... The Box Hedge, 1999 public consultation and debate 

to establish 'Exactly the Right 

Thing' for a central feature in 

the heart of the Garden. A fountain being almost unanimously 

everyone's first choice, it was decided to go for it in spite of 

the obvious difficulties and expense, because it was felt 

anything else would be "second best". It took 2-and-a-half 

years, but with generous Grant Aid from GBC, Hampshire CC 

and the Hampshire Gardens Trust, an appropriate fountain was 9 ... The Box hedge and railings, 

sparkling in time for the Golden Jubilee, and has given real 2003 

10 ... The FOUNTAJN ! 2002 

pleasure to everyone ever 

since, greatly enhancing the Garden's quality. 

In 2003 a bronze plaque recording the gift of the fountain was 

mounted on a large stone retrieved from the original building, 

and sited nearby. 
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the mulch. 

Perennial Weeds. These are a constant enemy; Bindweed, Buttercup, Speedwell (Veronica) 

and Couch Grass. 

Couch grass grows into the beds from the surrounding turf. Trimming the edges is not enough 

to stop this; a spade should be driven down along the edges every 4 weeks or so, to sever 

invading roots. Any Couch grass knitting-in to edging plants, like the Pinks, should be worked 

out carefully with a little fork, with as little disturbance as possible to the resident plant. If 

there's a bad infestation, the plant may have to be lifted, to get rid of the Couch Grass from 

around the roots. 

Bind weed. This should be pulled out whenever seen throughout Spring and early Summer. 

This will weaken it. 

Buttercup Part the mulch, (watch out for the hose), and dig it out with a little fork. The same 

goes for Bittercress, Dandelion and Willowherb. Bittercress, the weed with small white 

flowers, takes only 6 weeks from seed to seeding; its pods explode, spreading hundreds of 

seeds at a burst over a large area, so it's worth catching it young! 

The Box planting is an area where light weeding regularly done will be sufficient to keep it 

weed -free. 

The Central gravel areas need ongoing applications of glyphosate contact weed killer. This is 

applied not with a spray, but with the red watering can and a dribble bar, care being taken to 

avoid spillage on the grass or on plants in the beds. 

(For several years we hand-weeded the gravel, but it was not only hugely labour intensive, but 

also damaged the surface, bringing earth upwards with the roots, and led to more and more 

weeds seeding and spreading. When the paths were restored and rolled hard with fresh gravel, 

the weed killer very carefully applied proved to be a much better bet.) Recently, we have cut 

down on the glyphosate, finding that the right kind of hoe, used at a skimming angle, prevents 

the weeds from getting too well rooted. 

Later in May, there is a great surge of growth in the Ivy, and around the Bay trees. Young 

shoots of Bay are sappy and can be strimmed/sheared off low down before they harden, but 

small seedlings should be pulled out - easier after rain. 

Small Brambles begin to show in the Ivied areas, and should be dug out - after rain is easiest 

again. Brambles, Bays and Ivy too far up the trees are an ongoing project from now on until 

the end of the year; a regular foray every month will keep them in check, but neglect will make 

it much harder and spoil the look of the Garden very quickly. 

Ivy. Successful management of this plant is based on its undoubted value as an evergreen 

groundcover and its self-limiting quality as a ground plant. After covering the ground to a 

height of about 30cms, light exclusion from the leaves not only prevents the germination of 

weed seeds, but also any growth of shoots from the bottom layers of the plant. 

Unless there is a tree-trunk to climb, it forms a low dense cushion, whose height will 

automatically remain constant: outward spread can be regularly contained by a trim with long­

handles shears through the outward growing shoots in the growing season. Once the shape is 






































